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Somebody said to me one day that
life is some kind of waste, no under-
standable purpose, nothing that we
can be satisfied in eternal sense. It
seems to have no meaning. We are
born, we live and we die, just like
many other animals, except that we
deal slightly differently than most
animals. As nothing seems to matter
after all, it is not unlikely to have such
feeling sometime. Actually if we look
individually, in complete isolation
with everything else, and do not care
anything, we may sense meaningless-
ness of life.

But that is not what we are, if we are
careful to care or contemplate for
what we do and what other does.
Each life, whether our own or any
other animal or any living being, the
dependability and hence the neces-
sary connections in physical, mental,
philosophical, transcendental and
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perhaps many other forms and facts
exists with each and everything
else. We are simply incapable to
feel or express all those with our
senses or express in words or
through our actions. For such a vast
thing that exists within our own
body and our self, it is challenging
and overwhelmingly impossible to
make ourselves understand all.
Then how can we say it could be
meaningless?

Similarly, if we think life and hence
nothing else has any meaning and
begin acting careless and do what-
ever, and everyone follows, there
will be chaos, and there will be dev-
astation. Is that the purpose or
meaningful thing?

We can probably find meaning if we
agree how common each of us are
in many ways, how much of our
actions and activities affect other.

ecsene

Perhaps we need to meet more
people, we need to share our feel-
ings and values and our earnings
for our own sake, to our family.
Perhaps we need to offer more of
our time and our experience to our
own children and to our commu-
nity, and if we continue to do
many other things that we can do
with powers within us each and
every day, we may understand the
important meaning behind our life,
we certainly may know its eternal
meaning.

- Editor’s Pick
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Journey to the United States - By Pooja Acharya

In May of 2010, my famlly ll “Fram et Pagja's mom Mandira, Pooja, her sister Dakshina and her dad Dharma arriving in the US
received a letter from the US i e Ny Passengers
Department of State that we Exit A

had won a US Green Card.
However, that letter was not
final, so after responding to 4
the letter with some neces- & ' < = 4

sary paperwork, we continued with our lives as usual. My sister and | went to our schools and my
parents did their jobs. Then after a few months, we received another letter from the State De-
partment telling us to go to the US Embassy in Kathmandu for an interview.

Sept 4th
Aruna Gyawali & Robin
Jamkatel

So we went for the interview at the Embassy. After some conversation with my parents, we were
told by the official that we had received the visa to immigrate to the United States and that we
had six months to enter the country. As | heard that, | got excited and sad at the same time. | was Sept 6th
excited because | got a visa to go to a country where everyone seemed to want to go. Then | was Gita Grover & Niraj
sad because | had to leave my motherland where | was born and grew up and had to be away Pant

from my beloved relatives and friends with whom | had spent so many years.

Starting that day, our lives changed. We began the preparation for our immigration to the United
States. My mom and dad ended their jobs. Although | had my uncle and aunt in America, | did not
know much about the country. So | started going to the American Library inside the US Embassy
to learn about American history and geography. My parents decided that we would leave for the
US as soon my sister would finish her school year in April 2011.

As the day of departure was getting closer, | was getting more and more anxious. As | went to see
my close friends and relatives, | felt an overwhelming sadness because each friend and relative | Sept 9th
saw reminded me of what | was going to miss in America. Aditi Khanal

Then the day finally came. Our flight was in the afternoon and we had spent a good part of the
previous night packing. We got up early and called some relatives to say goodbye and to seek
their blessings. | cried a lot on the phone on that day. Almost everyone on other end of the phone
cried, too and asked that | not forget them. My aunt Indira consoled me and said "chori
(daughter), you should be happy. You will have better opportunities to study and to make a bet-
ter future for yourself." But | didn't feel ready to leave Nepal.

Both of my grandfathers (mom's dad and dad's dad) came to Kathmandu to see us off. As it was
time to leave, they put tika on our foreheads and gave their blessings. My aunt Kabita and uncle Sept 18th
Koirala also gave my little sister Dallu and | their blessings. My cousins Samip and Safal looked Durgha Seerla
very sad to see us go. There was more crying. Everyone's eyes were swelled. Sept 15th
Komal Dutta

About 13 of our close relatives joined us to the airport. | know they were excited for us that we -
were going to the land of opportunities, but for now everyone was sad that that land was oceans ' ?

away. As we entered the departure gate at Tribhuvan International Airport, everyone waved and b4 1
wished us a nice journey.

We boarded the Korean Air flight which would take us from Kathmandu to Seoul. As the plane
took off, | looked out the window one final time. My country looked amazingly beautiful. As the
plane flew higher over the mountains, | felt further and further away from Nepal. | didn't know
when | would return. | could not stop my tears.

Just like that, | left my country for the first time. | looked around the airplane. Everyone looked
like a stranger. Even though the flight attendants were very friendly and polite, everything already
seemed foreign to me. The food in the plane was all new to me and | didn't particularly like it. |
already missed my food. We flew over many countries and finally landed in Seoul after six hours.
The city of Seoul was beautiful and the Korean people were nice and friendly. - Contd on Pg3
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| Golfing on Airplanes ??? - Niraj Pant

Wouldn't it be great to golf on planes rather than having to sit in con-
fined seats for 2+ hours? The answer is yes and no. Airbus recently
released designs at the Farnborough International Airshow for a futur-
istic plane that was supposedly “the future of commercial flying”. The only downside to this
plane is that this is only a concept plane for the year 2050. All sadness aside, the plane will
be split into a “vitalizing” zone, a “smart tech” zone, and an “interaction” zone. The central
interaction area can transform from a golfing range to a night club. The “vitalizing” zone
involves acupuncture treatment, yoga, etc. The final zone, the “smart tech” zone, has computers and spots for business meetings.
Airbus plans to separate economy and business class, while passengers will have to pay for basic to luxury services.

Journey to the US - Continued

Our next flight was only after 10 hours, so we spent that night at a hotel inside the Incheon International Airport in Seoul. Next morn-
ing, we got up, had some breakfast (missed my food again) and headed to the Airport check-in. A couple of hours later, we boarded a
large airplane headed to Chicago, USA. As the airplane took off, | started thinking what my life would be like in America. | asked myself,
"Would | be able to make new friends? Would | be able to do well in studies? What if | couldn't? | fell asleep as | dwelled in my
thoughts. When | woke up, we were flying high up over the Pacific Ocean. The white clouds looked bright and pretty like cotton way
below, and the ocean looked blue and infinite.

After 12 hours of non-stop flight, we landed at the O'Hare International Airport in Chicago. The airport looked very large and impres-
sive. As we exited the International Arrival gate, my uncle Deepak, aunt Nila and my cousin Aditi were waiting for us outside. After
exchanging greetings, we lined up to take some photos.

As we drove off the airport in my uncle's car, | remembered what aunt Indira had said. That | was in the land of better opportunities.
Pooja is a junior at Adlai Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire, Illinois. She can be reached at:

acharya.poojal 3@gmail.com

Lumbini - t'hink they are fortu.nate because there are mil- My Auto-
lions of true Buddhism followers that have never

Robin Jamkatel had the opportunity to visit. 1 blography

On my recent trip to Nepal | { ~ My name is

was fortunate enough to Kashish Bastola.

. . | was born on

have the opportunity to visit May 24 2004 in

Lumbini, birthplace of Lord Alabama. The

Buddha. Going to Lumbini famil = %eople Inmy

. . - amily are Nisha, my mom,

and touring the shrine and the Iorq s blrth Mukesh, my dad, Kabya my

place was a great memory that | will cherish sister and me. My f3m||y is very

for the rest of my life. Being a Nepali and special to me because they help
knowing the fact that a religion many people

from all different walks of life fallow has a

It is annoying how people believe that
the birthplace of Lord Buddha is in India; | am
angered by this notion. This is all propaganda for
what? | cannot understand. Why would they lie
when facts and history contradicts their theory,
they should learn from their mistakes and live
with the truth, as truth will always prevail.

pots and pans. Now, | am 7 yrs

me get ready for school. When |
was a baby, | always banged on

inner root that all begins at Lumbini, Nepal.

This itself is a pride one can be happy about.

Lumbini is the birthplace of Lord
Buddha; the sacred area surrounding the
facility is beautiful with well-decorated gar-
dens, water fountains, and above all a place
where one can find inner peace. | was able to
see people from different religions and differ-
ent countries coming together and pay their
respects to lord Buddha. Now whenever peo-
ple in the USA, be it my school or not; talk

Mario US Donkey
Kong - Alok Das

Mario US Donkey Kong is my
favorite game. If you have a
"N PS, you should try it too. |
liked the game so much | fin-
ished all of the levels. My

favorite level is level 7. You should try it.

Best Wishes to our

Birthday Stars

old. I live in Skokie. My favorite
place to go in my community is
School because we learn and
write and it is so fun. My favor-

Submit your birthday Information with the pic-
tures by via email to peopleofnepal@gmail.com
by 20th of the month, to be included in our next
edition.

about Buddha or Buddhism, | can lift my head
up in pride and tell them that | am from the
same country that the root of Buddhism be-
gan. For those who have been there have to
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Formation of a Chicago Nepali Political Awareness Committee

The Nepali immigrant population in the larger metropolitan Chicago has increased
steadily, reaching a currently estimated 10,000. Some have adopted US citizenship and
there even some voters born here. To date, these voters have been left on their own to
pick their preferred candidates in the various elections they participated in. There has
been very little political organizing to register and to vote and to demonstrate the
strength of our support to candidates. Therefore our votes have had no tangible

would probably have had limited impact.

With growth in numbers however, it is time for us to start being politically aware and
to better know our required duties as well as the rights and privileges offered by the
various systems in this country. It is very important to have either some influential and
knowledgeable politicians on our side or have some elected from within our own commu-
nity.

As the community grows, it will have many social needs and encounter different prob-
lems. Resources from the community and support from government entities can help
address those problems. Government support mechanisms support can best be under-
stood and made available with help from advocate politician. We have few such champi-
ons nor have we been able to leverage our voting power and make a political impact.
The candidacy of Darshan Rauniyar for US congress should be viewed in the light of
these factors. His candidacy and potential victory could be very useful to us because he
is a capable, qualified candidate and we can be justifiably proud to help elect the first
Nepali-American to the US congress. His candidacy should be viewed as our first chal-
lenge and responsibility. Furthermore, his candidacy should serve as an encouragement
and opportunity to begin community-wide efforts to participate in the political process;
voter registrations; form common platforms to support appropriate candidate and bring
awareness to the community.

These considerations led a number of us in Chicago to contact each other and discuss
among ourselves about forming a team to support Darshan Rauniyar which would coor-
dinate community efforts on his behalf. The team consisted of:

Bishnu Phuyal, Ramakant Kharel, Khem Pathak, Ankur Sharma, Kiran Byanjankar,
Anil Rimal, Sharda Thapa, Subarna Pradhan and Suraj Ghimire.

They convened at Mt. Everest Restaurant on August 24, 2011 and proposed September
25 for a community gathering at an appropriate location to meet, greet and personally
offer our support to Darshan Rauniyar. This group could transition into a political
awareness group to communicate with and advise the community on how to be politi-
cally engaged and to endorse and support local candidates.

An Annual Benefit Dinner - By Nepali American Society (NAS)

Nepalese American Society (NAS) organized an annual benefit dinner and award ceremony on july
23, 2011 at Saint Augustine College, Chicago. It was the first ever Nepalese community made this
type of event and awarded to three different community based organizations working with Nepal-
ese Immigrants and refugees. NAS endeavor to demonstrate our Nepali culture and values by orga-
nizing this event and giving Nepali hand made wooden crafts for awards.

Awarded Organizations were: Living Water Community Church, South Asian Friendship Center, and
Coalition of Asian, African, Arab, European, and Latino Immigrants of lllinois (CAAAELII)

Awards were received by Mark Angel :Executive Director of South Asian Friendship Center, Lhakpa
Tshiring :Interim Executive Director of CAAAELII and Amos Shakya: Executive Volunteer of Living
Water Community Church

South Asian Friendship Center has been closely working with Nepalese Immigrants since last 7 years,
CAAAELII has been actively helping the Nepalese community since last 5 years and Living Water
Community Church has been providing space and resources to the NAS since last three years. There
was a large number of representations from various communities and organizations. The
event was made more attractive and lively by the Nepalese cultural programs and pres-
entations about Nepal and Nepalese culture. All guests were welcomed by Shyam
Shrestha and Vote of thanks was given by Govind Shrestha.

meaning thus far. Considering the voter population and its scattered nature, our votes
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HELP Chandra Bahadur
Rana

Mr Chandra Bahadur Rana has
been living here in Chicago for
three years. He is well known
personality in our community as
well. As he is here, he is living
with us, supporting and partici-
pating in our organization
events and activities always. He
has been diagnosed a severe
kidney failure from John
Stroger Cook County Hospital,
Chicago. We have decided to
help his kidney transplant treat-




